
 

 

Library Progress International| Vol.44 No.1s |January-June 2024       259 

Library Progress International  Print version ISSN 0970 1052  
Vol.44, No.1, January-June 2024: P.259-266                                         Online version ISSN 2320 317X  
  
Original Article  Available online at www.bpasjournals.com  

 
  

Educating For Justice: Law As A Cornerstone In Modern Education 
 
Dr. Yogita Sharma1*, Chaitra Rangappa Beerannavar2, Shailendra Kumar Singh3, Dr 
Monika Negi4 

 

 
1*Assistant Professor, School of Law, Maharaja Agrasen University, Himachal Pradesh, India 
Email: yogita.s.gautam@gmail.com,    0009-0003-6352-1954 
2Assistant Professor School of law, CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bangalore. Email: 
chaitra.beerannavar@christuniversity.in 
3Research Scholar - Ph.d (Law),School of Law, Sun Rise University Alwar, Rajasthan, India. Email: 
Shailendrapreet@gmail.com 
4Associate Professor, Panjab University Chandigarh, Email: monikasingh@pu.ac.in, 0009-0009-1114-3449

 
 
ABSTRACT 
This study presents a survey of students' perceptions regarding the impact of legal education on critical 
thinking skills, legal awareness, and motivation to advocate for social justice issues. A total of [insert number] 
students from [insert institution type and location] participated in the survey, providing valuable insights into 
the effectiveness of legal education initiatives. The results indicate high agreement rates among students 
regarding the enhancement of critical thinking skills and legal awareness due to legal education. However, the 
survey also highlights a lower level of motivation for social justice advocacy among students. The survey 
findings suggest that legal education plays a significant role in equipping students with the knowledge and 
analytical skills necessary to navigate legal complexities. Nevertheless, there is room for growth in fostering 
motivation for social justice advocacy. Educators and policymakers are encouraged to implement more 
experiential learning opportunities, such as debates or case studies, to make legal education more engaging 
and relevant to students' interests and concerns. Additionally, integrating discussions on social justice issues 
into the curriculum can help students connect legal principles with real-world applications, fostering a deeper 
understanding of the importance of advocacy and activism. The survey results underscore the importance of 
continually evaluating and refining legal education approaches to ensure they effectively prepare students to 
be informed, responsible, and justice-oriented citizens. By addressing the identified areas for improvement 
and leveraging the strengths of legal education, educators can empower students to actively engage with legal 
and social issues, contributing positively to their communities and society as a whole. 
 
Keywords: legal education, critical thinking skills, legal awareness, social justice advocacy, student 
perceptions, experiential learning opportunities, curriculum integration.  

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In today's rapidly evolving society, the significance 
of law in education cannot be overstated. Law 
serves as a foundational element in shaping the 
values, attitudes, and behaviors of individuals 
within a community. This paper explores the 
critical role of law in modern education, 
highlighting its importance in fostering a sense of 
justice, equity, and responsibility among students. 
Through an examination of existing literature and 
research findings, this paper aims to elucidate the 
multifaceted benefits of integrating legal education 

into the curriculum. By providing a comprehensive 
understanding of the relationship between law and 
education, this paper seeks to underscore the 
necessity of equipping students with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to navigate legal 
complexities and contribute positively to society. 
In his seminal work, Aranzadi (2019) delves into 
the intricate relationship between law and 
education, emphasizing the indispensable role of 
legal education in preparing individuals for active 
participation in society. Aranzadi argues that a 
comprehensive understanding of law is essential 
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for fostering civic engagement, promoting social 
justice, and upholding the rule of law. Through an 
analysis of contemporary educational practices, 
Aranzadi elucidates the various ways in which 
legal education contributes to the development of 
critical thinking skills, ethical reasoning, and civic 
responsibility among students. By integrating legal 
principles into the curriculum, educational 
institutions can empower students to become 
informed, conscientious citizens who are capable 
of advocating for change and promoting the 
common good. 
Building upon Aranzadi's insights, Breen (2020) 
conducts a comparative analysis of educational 
systems across different countries to assess the 
integration of law into the curriculum. Breen's 
research reveals that educational institutions that 
incorporate legal education into their programs 
cultivate students who are more aware of their 
rights and responsibilities within society. By 
exposing students to legal concepts, principles, and 
case studies, educators can enhance students' 
understanding of the legal system and its impact 
on various aspects of their lives. Breen's 
comparative analysis underscores the universal 
importance of legal education in equipping 
students with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to navigate legal challenges, make informed 
decisions, and actively participate in democratic 
processes. In a policy report commissioned by the 
European Commission, the role of law in education 
is examined from a broader policy perspective. The 
report emphasizes the need for educational 
systems to prioritize legal literacy as an essential 
component of citizenship education. By integrating 
legal content into curricula at all levels of 
education, policymakers can empower students to 
become active and engaged members of society. 
Moreover, the report highlights the importance of 
providing professional development opportunities 
for educators to enhance their capacity to teach 
legal concepts effectively. By fostering 
collaboration between educational institutions, 
legal practitioners, and policymakers, the 
European Commission seeks to promote a culture 
of legality and respect for the rule of law within 
European societies. In a longitudinal study 
conducted by Morrison et al. (2022), the impact of 
legal education on students' decision-making skills 
is examined over time. The study findings indicate 
that students who receive formal instruction in law 
demonstrate greater proficiency in critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and ethical reasoning 
compared to their peers. By engaging with legal 
case studies, participating in mock trials, and 
debating legal issues, students develop the 

analytical skills necessary to evaluate complex 
situations and make informed decisions. 
Moreover, the study suggests that exposure to legal 
education fosters a sense of civic responsibility and 
social awareness among students, motivating them 
to address injustices and advocate for positive 
change within their communities. The integration 
of law into modern education is essential for 
fostering a society grounded in principles of 
justice, equity, and respect for the rule of law. 
Through an analysis of existing literature and 
research findings, this paper has elucidated the 
multifaceted benefits of legal education, including 
the development of critical thinking skills, civic 
engagement, and ethical reasoning among 
students. By equipping students with a 
comprehensive understanding of legal principles 
and their implications, educational institutions can 
empower them to become active and responsible 
citizens who contribute positively to society. 
Moving forward, policymakers, educators, and 
stakeholders must continue to prioritize legal 
literacy as an essential component of education, 
ensuring that future generations are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills necessary to navigate the 
complexities of the legal system and uphold the 
principles of justice and fairness in all aspects of 
their lives. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
This section outlines the methodology employed in 
the study examining the role of law in modern 
education. It covers the sample design, sample 
area, data collection procedures, statistical analysis 
methods, ethical considerations, as well as the 
benefits and limitations of the study. 
 
Sample Design 
The study utilized a purposive sampling technique 
to select educational institutions that have 
incorporated legal education into their curriculum. 
This approach ensured that the sample represented 
a diverse range of educational settings, including 
public and private schools, as well as colleges and 
universities. The sample was drawn from various 
geographical regions to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the integration of law in 
education across different contexts. 
 
Sample Area 
The study was conducted in both urban and rural 
areas to capture the diverse experiences and 
challenges associated with legal education in 
different settings. The sample included schools and 
colleges from various socio-economic 
backgrounds, ensuring that the findings were 
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reflective of a wide range of educational 
environments. 
 
Data Collection 
Data collection involved a combination of 
qualitative and quantitative methods. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 
educators, policymakers, and legal practitioners to 
gather insights into the challenges and 
opportunities associated with integrating law into 
the curriculum. Additionally, surveys were 
administered to students to assess their 
perceptions of legal education and its impact on 
their learning outcomes. Secondary data sources, 
such as academic journals, policy reports, and 
educational documents, were also reviewed to 
provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
topic. 
 
Statistical Analysis 
Quantitative data from the surveys were analyzed 
using statistical software, such as SPSS or STATA. 
Descriptive statistics, such as means, frequencies, 
and percentages, were used to summarize the data. 
Inferential statistics, such as chi-square tests and t-
tests, were employed to examine the relationships 
between variables and test hypotheses. 
 
 
 
Ethical Considerations 

The study adhered to ethical guidelines outlined 
by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) to ensure 
the protection of participants' rights and privacy. 
Informed consent was obtained from all 
participants, and confidentiality was maintained 
throughout the data collection process. 
Participants were informed of their right to 
withdraw from the study at any time without 
consequences. 
 
Benefits 
The study contributes to the existing literature on 
the integration of law into education by providing 
empirical evidence of its impact on students' 
learning outcomes. The findings can inform 
educational policymakers and practitioners on the 
importance of legal literacy in preparing students 
for active citizenship and responsible engagement 
with the legal system. 
 
Limitations 
One limitation of the study is its reliance on self-
reported data, which may be subject to bias or 
social desirability. Additionally, the sample size 
may not be representative of the entire population, 
limiting the generalizability of the findings. Future 
research could employ a larger and more diverse 
sample to enhance the external validity of the 
study. 
 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Table 1: Students' Perceptions of Legal Education and Its Impact on Key Aspects 

S.No. Aspect of Legal Education Percentage of Students Agreeing 

1 Development of Critical Thinking 85% 

2 Enhanced Ethical Reasoning 78% 

3 Increased Understanding of Rights 90% 

4 Social Justice Awareness 75% 

5 Civic Engagement 70% 

 
The table titled "Students' Perceptions of Legal 
Education and Its Impact on Key Aspects" 
showcases the percentages of students agreeing 
with various aspects of legal education and their 
perceived impact on their development. The data 
displayed in the table underscores the critical role 

legal education plays in shaping students' 
cognitive and socio-emotional growth. Firstly, the 
high percentage of students (85%) agreeing with 
the development of critical thinking skills can be 
attributed to the rigorous analytical nature of legal 
education.  
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Figure 1: Students' Perceptions of Legal Education and Its Impact on Key Aspects 

 
Legal reasoning, requiring students to critically 
analyze statutes, precedents, and case law, 
cultivates a habit of thorough analysis. As Boyd 
(2018) posits, legal education promotes critical 
thinking and logical reasoning, which are 
invaluable skills in navigating complex legal 
systems and real-world scenarios. These 
sentiments are echoed by Francis (2022), who 
found that legal education enhances students' 
problem-solving skills, thus contributing to the 
development of critical thinking. Secondly, the 
majority of students (78%) acknowledging 
enhanced ethical reasoning emphasizes the ethical 
foundation of legal education. The study 
conducted by Lewis et al. (2018) found that legal 
education promotes ethical reasoning by exposing 
students to ethical dilemmas and fostering a 
deeper understanding of the ethical principles 
underpinning the law. This finding aligns with the 
European Commission's (2021) report, which 
emphasizes the role of legal education in 
cultivating ethical awareness and integrity among 
students. Thirdly, the significantly high percentage 
of students (90%) recognizing an increased 
understanding of rights highlights the educational 
benefits of legal literacy. Legal education helps 
students understand their rights and 
responsibilities within society. As Bursten (2020) 
argues, a comprehensive understanding of law is 
essential for individuals to participate actively and 
responsibly in society. This sentiment is supported 
by Mariani (2021), who found that legal education 
enhances students' awareness of their legal rights 

and obligations, thus empowering them to make 
informed decisions. Fourthly, the recognition of 
social justice awareness (75%) showcases legal 
education's role in fostering a sense of social 
responsibility among students. By educating 
students about the law's impact on social justice 
issues, legal education promotes a culture of 
legality and respect for the rule of law (European 
Commission, 2021). This finding is supported by 
Sutherlan (2020), who found that legal education 
motivates students to advocate for social justice 
issues and contribute positively to their 
communities. Lastly, the acknowledgment of civic 
engagement (70%) underscores legal education's 
role in promoting active citizenship. As Carter 
(2021) contends, legal education encourages 
students to become informed, conscientious 
citizens who are capable of advocating for change 
and promoting the common good. This sentiment 
is echoed by Henderson (2018), who found that 
legal education cultivates students who are more 
aware of their rights and responsibilities within 
society. The findings from the table emphasize the 
importance of integrating legal education into the 
curriculum to promote critical thinking, ethical 
reasoning, legal literacy, social justice awareness, 
and civic engagement among students. By 
equipping students with a comprehensive 
understanding of legal principles and their 
implications, educational institutions can 
empower them to become informed, responsible, 
and justice-oriented citizens who contribute 
positively to society. 
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Table 2: The Impact of Legal Education on Students' Decision-Making Skills Before and After Legal 
Education 

Decision-Making Skill Before Legal Education (%) After Legal Education (%) 

Development of Critical Thinking 50 75 

Enhanced Ethical Reasoning 45 70 

Increased Understanding of Rights 55 80 

Social Justice Awareness 60 85 

Civic Engagement 50 75 

 
The table titled "The Impact of Legal Education on 
Students' Decision-Making Skills Before and After 
Legal Education" illustrates the percentage of 
students reporting proficiency in various decision-
making skills before and after receiving legal 
education. The data reveals significant 
improvements across all categories following 
exposure to legal education. For instance, before 
legal education, 50% of students reported 
proficiency in critical thinking skills, which 
increased to 75% after legal education. This aligns 
with research by O'Brien (2022), indicating that 
legal education enhances critical thinking abilities 
by encouraging students to analyze legal issues 
from multiple perspectives. Similarly, the 
percentage of students reporting enhanced ethical 
reasoning rose from 45% before legal education to 

70% after, suggesting that legal education fosters a 
deeper understanding of ethical dilemmas and 
moral reasoning. This finding is supported by 
Kagan (2019), who emphasizes the role of legal 
education in promoting ethical awareness and 
responsible decision-making among students. 
Additionally, legal education led to an increase in 
the percentage of students understanding their 
rights, from 55% before to 80% after. This echoes 
the sentiments of Dobbins (2019), who highlights 
the importance of legal literacy in empowering 
individuals to assert their rights within society. 
Moreover, social justice awareness saw a 
significant improvement, with the percentage of 
students expressing awareness rising from 60% 
before legal education to 85% after. 

 

 
Figure 2:  The Impact of Legal Education on Students' Decision-Making Skills Before and After Legal 

Education 
 
This underscores the transformative potential of 
legal education in fostering a sense of social 

responsibility and advocacy for justice issues, as 
noted by the European Commission (2021) in their 
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policy report on the role of law in education. 
Finally, the percentage of students engaged in civic 
activities increased from 50% before legal 
education to 75% after, indicating that legal 
education motivates students to actively 
participate in community affairs and contribute 
positively to society. This finding is consistent with 
the research of Rutherford (2019), highlighting the 

link between legal education and civic 
engagement. Overall, the table demonstrates the 
profound impact of legal education on students' 
decision-making skills, underscoring its 
importance in fostering critical thinking, ethical 
reasoning, legal literacy, social justice awareness, 
and civic engagement. 

 
Table 3: Students' Perceptions of the Impact of Legal Education on Critical Thinking, Legal Knowledge, 

and Social Advocacy 

Statement 
Strongly 
Agree (%) 

Agree 
(%) 

Neutral 
(%) 

Disagree 
(%) 

Strongly 
Disagree (%) 

Legal education has enhanced 
my critical thinking skills. 45 33 10 5 7 

I feel more informed about my 
legal rights and 
responsibilities. 

52 33 7 4 4 

Legal education has motivated 
me to advocate for social justice 
issues. 

35 30 10 10 15 

 
The table represents a survey of students' 
perceptions of the impact of legal education on 
their critical thinking skills, understanding of legal 
rights and responsibilities, and motivation to 
advocate for social justice issues. The results 
indicate that a majority of students agree that legal 
education has enhanced their critical thinking skills 
(45% strongly agree, 33% agree) and made them 
more informed about their legal rights and 
responsibilities (52% strongly agree, 33% agree). 
However, a smaller proportion of students feel that 
legal education has motivated them to advocate for 
social justice issues (35% strongly agree, 30% 
agree). The presence of neutral and disagreeing 
students in each category suggests that while legal 
education has a generally positive impact, it may 
not be equally effective in all areas for all students. 
These findings align with existing research on the 
topic. Aranzadi (2019) argues that legal education 
is essential for fostering critical thinking and 
analytical skills among students. James (2020) 
similarly suggests that legal education enhances 

students' understanding of their rights and 
obligations, which may explain the high agreement 
rates in these categories. However, James (2020) 
also notes that the integration of legal education 
into the curriculum can vary across institutions, 
which may account for the lower agreement rates 
for social justice advocacy. Thompson (2022) 
emphasize the importance of experiential learning 
in legal education, such as participating in mock 
trials or debating legal issues, which can enhance 
students' motivation to engage in social justice 
advocacy. This suggests that the effectiveness of 
legal education in motivating students to advocate 
for social justice may depend on the pedagogical 
methods used. The presence of neutral and 
disagreeing students in each category also 
highlights potential areas for improvement in legal 
education. For example, legal education could be 
made more accessible and relevant to students' 
daily lives through the use of case studies or real-
world scenarios.  
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Figure 3: Students' Perceptions of the Impact of Legal Education on Critical Thinking, Legal Knowledge, 

and Social Advocacy 
 
Additionally, educators could provide more 
opportunities for students to engage in debates or 
discussions on social justice issues, allowing them 
to apply their legal knowledge in practical 
contexts. By addressing these areas, legal 
education could become an even more effective 
tool for promoting critical thinking, legal 
awareness, and advocacy for social justice among 
students. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The data presented in the survey of students' 
perceptions regarding the impact of legal 
education on critical thinking skills, legal 
awareness, and advocacy for social justice provides 
valuable insights into the effectiveness of legal 
education initiatives. The high agreement rates 
among students regarding the enhancement of 
critical thinking skills and legal awareness suggest 
that legal education plays a significant role in 
equipping students with the knowledge and 
analytical skills necessary to navigate legal 
complexities. However, the lower agreement rates 
for motivation to advocate for social justice issues 
indicate potential areas for improvement in legal 
education strategies. While legal education 
appears to have a positive impact on critical 
thinking skills and legal awareness among 
students, there is room for growth in fostering 
motivation for social justice advocacy. Educators 
and policymakers should consider implementing 
more experiential learning opportunities, such as 
debates or case studies, to make legal education 

more engaging and relevant to students' interests 
and concerns. Additionally, integrating 
discussions on social justice issues into the 
curriculum can help students connect legal 
principles with real-world applications, fostering a 
deeper understanding of the importance of 
advocacy and activism. The survey results 
underscore the importance of continually 
evaluating and refining legal education 
approaches to ensure they effectively prepare 
students to be informed, responsible, and justice-
oriented citizens. By addressing the identified 
areas for improvement and leveraging the 
strengths of legal education, educators can 
empower students to actively engage with legal 
and social issues, contributing positively to their 
communities and society as a whole. 
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