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ABSTRACT 

This paper aims to describe and analyze the potential of the use of natural resources in 

tourism development, an area that has beautiful natural resources and remains one of the 

tourist destinations. The utilization of natural resources in the tourism industry has become 

a trend today. Thus, there needs to be governance that regulates how to utilize natural 

resources as one of the elements in the tourism industry. In sustainable development, there 

must be a balance carried out by the government, business actors, and the community in 

building the tourism industry. Utilization of natural resources for the tourism industry as 

wisely as possible and not damage the environment but can provide a contribution 

economically by increasing the economy of the local community. On the other hand, the 

local community still has a responsibility to protect the environment. So that there is a 

harmonious relationship between the environment (natural resources), local communities, 

and economic improvement. 
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Introduction 

Indonesia has very diverse natural resources, both biological and non-biological, 

both renewable and non-renewable. abundant natural resources such as forest resources 

which are often called green gold and emerald pearls that circle the equator, and natural 

resources which are often called Blue Gold where rivers, lakes, and other natural resources 

are blue, figuratively speaking. This figure of speech characterizes Indonesia's natural 

wealth. Besides that, Indonesia also has gold, nickel, tin, gas and mineral oil, and many 

other resources. 

The wealth and natural beauty that Indonesia has, at this time do not provide 

favors even more to the welfare of the people of Indonesia. Forests that have been damaged 



32 
 

and exploited, nature that has been polluted and as commodities, and other natural 

resources have been dredged for the benefit and interests of a few people. Moreover, 

biological wealth such as a variety of animals that are characteristic of the Indonesian 

people. 

Overexploitation of natural resources endangers the availability and equitable 

distribution of natural resources and their associated benefits to ecosystem health and 

people's livelihoods and well-being. In the use of natural resources to support the tourism 

industry, it is necessary to pay attention to environmental aspects. 

The implementation of tourism in Indonesia is based on Pancasila as a philosophy 

and the basis of the state becomes a guideline in the development of the tourism sector. The 

development carried out must be guided by and not contradict the five values in the 

Pancasila. Pancasila must be the goal of national tourism development and be used as a filter 

against the entry of foreign cultures brought by foreign tourists who are not in accordance 

with the personality and culture of the Indonesian nation. The development of the tourism 

sector is an inseparable part of Indonesia's overall national development.  

The Law of the Republic of Indonesia Number 10 of 2009 concerning Tourism in 

Article 2 emphasizes that the implementation of tourism is carried out based on the 

principles of benefit, kinship, fair and equitable, balance, independence, preservation, 

participatory, sustainable, democratic, equality, and unity. Based on that article, the 

implementation of tourism is directed to be able to provide the maximum benefit for the 

interests of the Indonesian state and nation. 

The development of domestic tourism has been directed at fostering a love for the 

land, nature, and the nation, instilling the soul and spirit, and noble values of the nation, 

improving the quality of the nation's culture, introducing historical heritage, natural beauty 

including the sea by continuously increasing youth and youth tourism. Increasing 

awareness of the importance of tourism to the community through outreach and coaching to 

arts, culture, and crafts groups, introducing and developing national culture, maintaining 

the nation's personality, and preserving the environment. 

 

Research Problems  

Based on the description above, there are relevant issues to be discussed in tourism 

development that utilize natural resources, so the issues are formulated as follows: How is 

the management of sustainable utilization of natural resources in the tourism sector based 

on local wisdom? 

 

Research Methods  

This research applied normative legal research using legal materials and literature 

that are relevant to the issues discussed and then analyzed by describing what is the study 

material with general to specific or deductive inductive analysis so that the expected results 

of the study are obtained. 



33 
 

Result and Discussion  

Natural resources are a source of prosperity for all human beings who live in the 

universe, without natural resources human beings will not be able to carry on with their 

lives, such as the existence of clean air, natural running ecosystems, and the existence of 

clean nature that is able to carry out human life. Utilization of natural resources that tend to 

be exploitative will disrupt natural ecosystems. 

The view that considers that natural resources are objects that must be exploited 

maximumly from the perspective of environmental ethics is not appropriate, a forestry 

expert and environmental philosopher Aldo Leopold  stated that he wanted to change the 

perspective of humans who only saw the earth and everything in it, including nature, like 

slaves in ancient times, namely only as a tool. According to him, this perspective must be 

terminated, which only sees the earth and all its contents as tools and objects in economic 

relations and only has economic value and function for human interests. The approach that 

has been used so far in managing natural resources is only an object to be manipulated and 

exploited for economic purposes. This approach is in contrast with the ecological approach, 

which sees the earth and everything in it including nature from a wider perspective.  

The earth and all that is in it are not seen as mere possessions like slaves that can be 

traded as in the past, but the earth and its contents are the same moral subjects as humans, 

and therefore cannot be used for profit for themselves. The earth and everything in it is a 

moral subject that must be valued as valuable in itself.  

The basis of a different perspective in the use of natural resources in which the 

economy is equivalent to ecology, or what is known as the school of ecocentrism.  Every 

element of the ecosystem-humans, animals, and plants has an equal position/right in 

obtaining their needs and interests. The economic value system applied to natural objects is 

associated with intrinsic value, which cannot be assessed conventionally by economic 

instruments solely. Utilization of natural resources is treated in an environmentally friendly 

manner (respect and obligation of stewardship). Human welfare is determined by the 

degree of human friendship with nature, including in terms of consumption, production, 

and supply-chain distribution. Humans are considered citizens of the ecosystem with the 

same status as other creatures in consumption and production activities so decisions on the 

allocation of resources are best made in the political arena and local communities as well as 

in markets.  

 

4.1 Utilization of Natural Resources in Tourism Development to Achieve Community 

Welfare. 

Historically, the model or paradigm of sustainable and environmentally friendly 

tourism development is an alternative model and a form of sharp criticism addressed to the 

previous conventional model of tourism development; namely the model or paradigm of 

growth-oriented tourism development which has given high priority to mass tourism. 

The main criticisms that can be raised against the growth model are; it turns out 

that the high growth achieved in the tourism development process so far has been paid 
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dearly by the occurrence of environmental degradation and damage, in the form of changes 

in land use that harm farmers, air pollution, pollution and shrinkage of groundwater to 

various negative impacts on the environment. social, cultural, and economic aspects of 

society such as the occurrence of community marginalization. 

  Sustainable tourism development aims to realize the improvement of the 

personality and abilities of the Indonesian people through the use of science and technology 

and by taking into account the challenges of global development. The development of 

tourism in Indonesia is carried out through a concept of development that is based on the 

principle of sustainable life. For this reason, a conception is needed that becomes the basis 

for the development of Indonesian tourism. This conception includes the philosophy of 

Indonesia's tourism development.  

 

4.2 Model of Natural Resources Utilization in Tourism Based on Local Wisdom 

Community empowerment is part of a development paradigm that focuses more on 

all major aspects of humans and their environment, (Human Resources), from material and 

physical aspects to managerial aspects. These aspects can be developed into social, cultural, 

economic, political, security, and environmental aspects. 

Sustainable development places the environment as an integral part of the 

dynamics of national development which is increasingly crystallized in the reality of state 

life. The development carried out must be ecologically, socially, and economically 

sustainable (sustainable development must be ecologically, socially, and economically 

sustainable) . Emil Salim  stated that sustainable development requires us to manage natural 

resources as rationally as possible. This means that natural resources can be processed, as 

long as they are rational and wise. For this reason, a development approach to the 

environment is needed, namely eco-development  Furthermore Siti Sundari Rangkuti  stated 

that the environmental regulations that are being prepared to support the Environmental 

Law as a forum for expressing environmental policies are expected to be one of the solutions 

for environmental problems. For this purpose, the law as a means of development and social 

engineering with its role as an agent of change is the foundation of hope for the realization 

of sustainable development.  Thus, environmentally sustainable development can be 

formulated or interpreted as a development paradigm that is directed to meet needs. The 

environment as a natural resource must be managed with the principle of preserving a 

harmonious, harmonious, and balanced environmental function to support sustainable 

development for improving the welfare and quality of life of future generations.   

This basic principle of sustainable community development leads to the economic 

justice of the local community in line with the principle of distributive justice which was 

initiated by Aristotle and states that "Justice consists in treating equals equally and 

unequally, in proportion to their inequality", is the distribution of justice to natural wealth 

owned by society to maintain a balance between what a person gets (he gets) and what he 

deserves (he deserves).  . This includes the use of natural resources in synergy with the local 

environment to support tourism activities. Controlling the use of space cannot be separated 

from the values of justice that exist in society. "Justice as fairness" in John Rawls's   view 
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emphasizes that justice is the main virtue in social institutions, there needs to be a balance, 

proportion, and harmony between personal interests and the interests of society, including 

the state. Respect for people's rights is very basic in fulfilling welfare in the economic field, 

especially in tourist areas as mandated by the tourism law that tourism is carried out with 

the principle of providing benefits for people's welfare, justice, equality, and proportionality. 

The description above provides a strong argument that access to community 

participation in the management and utilization of their natural resources is relevant and 

very important. To formulate the principle of utility in the use of space for the welfare of the 

local community, it seems that the flow of utilitarianism can be used as a reference. In 

accordance with Bentham's principles, in essence, the principles of law must be able to 

guarantee the greatest happiness for the people, "the greatest happiness of the greatest 

number" . Utilitarianism assumes that basically, the purpose of the law is solely to gain the 

benefit or happiness of citizens.  

The participation of the community in the use of this space, in addition to being a 

supporter of tourism activities, can also improve the economic welfare of the community, 

without damaging the environment. According to Fritjof Capra,  the philosophy of 

bioregionalism views the universe as a living system. The philosophy of bioregionalism 

carries the concept of inviting everyone to live in the place where we were born by being 

aware of the special ecological relationship that exists with the surrounding nature. 

Based on the description above, it can be concluded that the model in controlling 

the use of natural resources lawfully in tourism areas that are oriented towards community 

welfare is an integral part of the dynamics of national development through the principle of 

sustainable development with an environmental perspective, namely eco-development. The 

basic principle of sustainable development is a mandate from Article 1 point 3 of Law 

Number 32 of 2009 concerning Environmental Protection and Management, that sustainable 

development is a conscious and planned effort that combines environmental, social, and 

economic aspects into a development strategy to ensure the integrity of the environment. 

environment as well as the safety, capabilities, welfare, and quality of life of present and 

future generations. 

The concept of bioregionalism is a model for managing and building the life of 

human society in a sustainable manner, namely a society that lives in a pattern or habit of 

life in which the economy and ecology unite and cannot be separated. The bioregionalism 

model is the development and fulfillment of life needs through the adaptation of the local 

community ecosystem by maintaining and caring for the ecosystem to support their 

economic life. This is in line with Article 2 letter h of the Law on Protection and 

Management of the Environment (referred to as UUPPLH) that environmental protection 

and management is carried out based on the ecoregion principle, namely, environmental 

protection and management must pay attention to the characteristics of natural resources, 

ecosystems, geographical conditions, local community culture, and local wisdom. 

Economics and ecology are two sides of realities and practicalities of life that blend 

into the culture of the local community. Harmonization in controlling the use of space in 

tourism areas based on the environment by optimizing the local wisdom of the local 
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community greatly helps the development of sustainable tourism. Utilization of natural land 

resources in the no-build zone can be maximized in supporting the development of eco-

ecological-based tourism in realizing justice and welfare of the local community as 

mandated by Article 33 paragraph (3) of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 

that, Earth and water and the natural resources contained therein are controlled by the State. 

and used as much as possible for the prosperity of the people. 

In the context of development in the tourism sector, an area in a developing area is 

its leading sector, it will be related to economic improvement for the community itself. For 

this reason, in general, an area in developing tourism is important, and preserving its 

natural environment is also important. So there needs to be a balance between economic 

interests and environmental sustainability. Because it cannot be denied that there is a 

conflict between development versus the environment (development versus environment). 

Thus, an approach is needed in developing tourism areas so that people are prosperous and 

nature or the environment is maintained. In environmental philosophy, it is better known as 

bioregionalism, bioregionalism is not just ecological sustainability. Bioregionalism aims to 

accommodate economic, ecological, and socio-cultural sustainability at the same time. The 

assumption is that with the development process based on the empowerment of local 

communities to manage the economy, ecology, and socio-culture of the local community in a 

decentralized or autonomous manner, the three aspects of development will be maintained 

in a balanced manner. In the end, it is ensured that economically, the community is met with 

all their basic needs, independently and independently. In line with that, the environment 

will be maintained sustainably because the economy is developed in accordance with the 

local ecosystem. At the same time, all social and cultural institutions will be safeguarded, 

even becoming the principle and soul of the overall economic development that is in 

harmony with the nature that surrounds humans to grow and develop. 

  

Conclusion 

Based on the description of the discussion above, it can be concluded from the 

problems raised as follows: that the use of natural resources in the tourism sector is 

important in building the community to improve the welfare of the community but 

environmental sustainability is also important, so to achieve this balance, an approach that 

can accommodate all interests of both economic, social, cultural and environmental aspects. 

The approaching model is bioregionalism or ecocentrism, which places parallels between 

living things and their environment (natural resources). Finally, with the above-mentioned 

approach model, what is the goal of development is to achieve the welfare of the community 

as a whole, namely a prosperous society accompanied by environmental sustainability that 

is maintained. 

 

 

Suggestions 

1. Areas that have the potential of natural resources for tourism development 
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are expected to balance their use both from the ecological, economic, and socio-cultural 

aspects which can later provide economic improvement for the local community. 

2. It is expected that there will be harmonization in controlling the use of 

natural resources in environmental-based tourism areas by optimizing the local wisdom of 

the local community 
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