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ABSTRACT 

This study aimed to investigate the effect of drug use on the social aspects of the inmates in 

Swaqa Reform and Rehabilitation Center in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and to 

measure the extent of the influence difference due to the age variable, educational level, and 

the income. To achieve the goals of the study, an intentional sample of 150 individuals from 

the drug users and the convicts was chosen from Swaqa Center. The study data were 

collected through a questionnaire. To answer the study questions, the researcher adopted 

the means, standard deviations, and One-Way and Three-Way AOVA. The study found that 

the most important social effects resulting from using drugs are: the unemployment, 

harassment of women, poverty, the addicted person loses the ability to interact with others, 

the addiction forfeits the societies from self-dependence and causes to poor adaptation in 

marital relationships, and weakens the conscience of the addicted person. Moreover, it was 

clear from the study results that the most affected by addiction were those with the lowest 

educational level, the oldest, and who earn higher incomes. Finally, the study also 

concluded a set of important recommendations. 
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Introduction 

This study came to shed the light on the drugs problem and its influence on the 

social aspects of drug users in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Drug use had become an 

international social problem that points to an outstanding defect in the social, educational 

and values systems in many societies. The statistics and scientific researches indicate that the 
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number of drug addicts is increasing continuously, especially among youth and young 

people who constitute the nations’ future, security and development factor (Nakin, 2006). 

It is clear that the drug use is an international problem, and it plays a significant 

influence on the social aspects of the addicts in terms of the family, work and all of the life 

aspects. Therefore, there is an urgent need to concentrate the efforts in order to confront the 

grave danger of drugs, which threaten the minds and energies of the nations’ youth at a time 

those nations are the most urgent of these minds and energies. 

There is no doubt that drug use has an effect on the users, this effect is might be 

represented in a set of behavioral deviations and a decay of the social aspects, which must 

be studied, identified, and mitigated due to their negative effects on the society, country, 

and on the individual himself. The present study problem is illustrated in the identification 

of the social effects of drug use. Despite of the topic importance and its seriousness at the 

individual and societal levels, the researches that addresses the topic in the Jordanian society 

are relatively few. The present study aimed to fill the gap in the scientific researches through 

determining the reality of the effect of drug use on the social aspects.  

The purpose of this study is to identify the social effects of drug use on the inmates of Swaqa 

reform and rehabilitation center. As well, to identify the differences in the social effects of 

drug due to the age of the user, educational level, and the monthly income. 

Method 

The study methodology relies on a comprehensive inclusion that includes a library 

survey through refereeing to published resources to create the theoretical background of the 

study. As well, a filed survey on the social effect of drug use in the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan through an appropriate sample. Finally, adopting a questionnaire as a tool for data 

collection and analyzing it statistically to answer study questions.  

The community of the study is consisted of all drug users in the Swaqa Center and 

they are 150 addicts. The study sample is consisted of all users and they were chosen 

intentionally.    

 Study Procedures  

After receiving the official approval from the official bodies, the researcher 

interviewed these addicts and explained the purpose of the study.  

The study tool was handled directly for the study participants. 

The researcher collected the questionnaires after collecting the data.  
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Using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), the researcher made the 

statistical analysis.  

Study Tool       

To achieve the study goals, the researcher did the following steps:  

Collecting the Arabic and Foreign studies that addressed the topic of the social effect 

of drug use on the addicts such as the study of Abu Alazem and the study of Sammuel 

(2001).  

  Preparing a specialize questionnaire to measure the social effects of drug use in the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which the researcher aimed to study based on the literature 

review, whereby the researcher developed a questionnaire for data collection. The 

questionnaire was designed based on Likert five points scale (1-5), and these values were 

distributed to suite each dimension.  

Study Tool Validity  

To ensure the tool validity of the study tool, it was exposed to four criminology 

professors in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to benefit from their comments in 

developing the study tool, whereby some paragraphs were deleted and others were added, 

the agreement percentage is 80%.  

Study Tool Reliability   

To ensure the reliability of the study tool, it was applied on a pilot sample of (30) 

participants of the study community, and the Cronbach alpha was (0.89%).      

 Study Sample Proprieties  

Age 

Table (1) shows the study sample distribution based on the age variable, it was found that 

the most of the study participants are among the age group (>40).  

Table (1) Frequencies and percentages for study sample distribution based on the age 

variable 

Age  Frequency  Percentage 

Less than 20  31 20.7% 

21-29 38 25.3% 

30-39 36 24% 

>40 45 30% 

Total  150  

Educational Level  
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Table (2) Frequencies and percentages for study sample distribution based on the 

educational level variable 

Educational Level  Frequency  Percent  

Illiterate  53 35.3% 

Primary  27 18% 

Secondary 27 18% 

Diploma  29 19.3% 

Bachelor and Higher  14 9.3% 

Total  150  

 

1.3.1. Income 

 Table (3) Frequencies and percentages for study sample distribution based on the income 

variable 

Monthly Income Frequency  Percentage  

Less than 200 JD 30 20% 

201-300 JD 35 23.3% 

301-400 JD 28 18.7% 

More than 401 JD 57 38% 

Total  150  

 
 

Results  

After the data entry, the descriptive approach was used to describe the study sample and 

variables proprieties. The means and standard deviations were obtained to answer the first 

question, as well Three-way ANOVA was used to answer the second question, while 

(α>05,0) as significant point.  

First Question Results 

What are the social effects of the drug use for the study sample in Swaqa Reform and 

Rehabilitation Center?   
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Table (4) Means and SD for the most important drugs use social effects for a sample from 

Swaqa reform and rehabilitation center in Jordan. 

No. Statement  Mean Standard 
Deviation 

Statement 
Order 

* The addicts lose the ability to interact with 
others 

4.46 1.06582 4 

* The addicts became unable to adopt with 
others 

4.12 1.06134 16 

* Addiction leads to family disintegration  2.47 0.85475 45 

* Addiction is the main cause of 
unemployment   

4.74 0.85284 1 

* Addicts could suffer from poverty and 
low income 

3.28 0.91314 38 

* The addicts become a burden on the 
society  

4.56 0.94419 3 

* The addicts are introverted  3.03 1.00613 43 

* Production rates of addicts decrease  3.35 0.80382 35 

* Drugs reduce the individuals’ energies 
and cause a state of loss and hallucination 

3.29 0.83984 37 

* Drugs decrease the religious faith 3.09 1.01893 42 

* Reduce the ethical behavior for addicts 3.26 1.00622 39 

* Addicts are careless 4.18 1.03671 12 

* Drugs lead to lapse into vice 3.34 1.02313 36 

* Drug use leads to committing murder 
crimes 

3.38 1.05341 33 

* Drug use is a motive for stealing  3.65 1.26378 24 

* Drug use decreases the self confidence  3.48 0.96750 31 

* Drug use leads to tension and disorder 4.19 1.29892 11 

* Most of the people who commit women 
distortion crimes are addicts  

4.68 0.85245 2 

* Drugs addiction makes the societies 
unable to be self-independent due to the 
lost of the youth 

4.38 1.09710 5 

* Drugs addiction is related to 
aggressiveness in the addicts behaviors  

4.03 1.13171 19 

* Addition is a main cause for committing 
ethical crimes 

3.60 1.38059 25 

* Drug use leads to reals the addicts from 
the social norms  

4.17 1.11576 13 

* Drugs use leads to makes the addict 
oversleep   

3.12 1.48955 41 

* Drugs use leads to equational failure  3.18 1.13153 40 

* Drugs use leads to reduce the addicts’ 
will.  

4.22 1.01761 8 

* Drugs use leads to have bad friends 4.12 0.97138 15 

* Drugs use leads to a defect in the society 
structure  

4.14 1.08702 14 

* Drugs use is the main reason for 4.20 1.08064 10 
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committing crimes 

* Drugs use leads to reduce the level of the 
addicts health 

3.93 1.04056 20 

* Drugs use is connected to other criminal 
activities such as: Bribery and Corruption 

3.71 134781 23 

* Drugs use is a main factor for committing 
violence and terrorist actions  

2.30 1.47803 46 

* Drugs leads to shape anti-societies acts 
such as the gangs 

3.85 1.26059 22 

* Drugs use is a main purpose for losing 
jobs 

4.22 1.23781 9 

* The GDP is affected due the decrees in the 
addicts production  

4.04 1.08891 18 

* Drugs use reduce the human conscious  4.36 0.86140 6 

* Drugs use leads to inability to cover the 
family expenses  

3.53 1.44551 28 

* Drugs use leads to make the addicts not 
jealous on his family   

3.50 1.42719 29 

* Drugs use leads to make the addict lack of 
attention to others’ feelings 

3.48 1.39383 30 

* Drugs addiction weakened the personal 
skills  

3.57 1.33787 26 

* Drugs addiction leads to maladaptation in 
family relations 

4.25 1.10025 7 

* Drugs addiction leads to weaken the 
security  and administrative authorities to 
practice their necessary tasks  

4.06 1.12725 17 

* Drugs addiction leads to the widespread 
of forgery crimes 

3.45 1.23477 32 

* Drugs addiction leads to the widespread 
of anxiety among the society members due 
to its connection to various crimes 

3.35 1.22686 34 

* Drugs addiction pushes the addict not to 
participate in social events 

3.57 1.30742 27 

* Drugs addiction leads to committing 
quarrels in the work site.  

3.86 1.13910 21 

 Total 3.74   

It is clear from table (4) that means and SD for social effect of the addicts are between 2.30 to 

4.74. Therefore, the lower social effect of drugs use is illustrated in the statement “Drugs use 

is a main factor for committing violence and terrorist actions” and “Addiction is the main 

cause of unemployment”.  

Second Question Results 

Are there statistically significant differences at the level of (α>05,0) in social effects for drugs 

use due to the age, educational level, and monthly income?  
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To answer this question, three-way ANOVA was used to find differences in social effects for 

drug use due to the age, educational level, and monthly income. Table No. (6) Illustrates 

these results. 

 

Table (5) three-way ANOVA for the social effects differences for drugs use due to the age, 

educational level, and the monthly income. 

Source of 
variance 

Sum of 
squares (SS) 

Df Mean of 
squares 

(MS) 

F Sig. 

Age 0.512 3 0.171 2.335 0.079 

Educational 
Level 

0.716 4 0.179 2.453 0.045 

Monthly 
income 

0.760 3 0.253 3.469 0.020 

Age * 
Educational 
Level 

0.828 12 0.069 0.945 0.507 

Age * 
Income 

0.190 9 0.021 0.290 0.976 

Educational 
Level * 
income 

1.139 12 0.095 1.300 0.233 

Age* 
Educational 
level * 
income 

1.425 19 0.075 1.027 0.440 

Error 6.353 87 0.073   

Total 2112.986 150    

 

To answer this question, three-way ANOVA was used and table (6) illustrates 

the results. The results indicate that there is no statistically significant differences in the 

social effects due to the age variable, whereby the F value (2.335), which is not statistically 

significant at the level of (α>05,0).This result does not agree with the study of David (2000), 

which indicated that drugs effect relates positively with the age.  

The results indicate that there is statistically significant differences in the social 

effects due to the educational level variable, whereby the F value (2.453), which is 

statistically significant at the level of (α>05,0). To determine the educational level that has 

the significant difference, Scheffe' test was adopted and the results are illustrated in table (6).   
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Table (6) Scheffe’ test results for post social effect for the drug use by the study sample 

based on the educational level variable 

Educational 
Level 

Illiterate Primary  Secondary  Diploma  Higher 
Education 

Illiterate 
(3.79) 

  0.023 0.047  

Primary 
(3.74) 

     

Secondary 
(3.60) 

     

Diploma 
(3.64) 

     

Higher 
Education 
(3.72) 

     

 

The results indicate that there is statistically significant differences in the social 

effects due to the educational level among the illiterate and secondary in favor of the 

illiterate education level, whom were the most socially affected by drug use. 

The results indicate that there is statistically significant differences in the social effects due to 

the monthly income variable, whereby the F value (3.469), which is statistically significant at 

the level of (α>05,0). To determine the monthly income that has the significant difference, 

Scheffe' test was adopted and the results are illustrated in table (7).   

Table (7) Scheffe’ test results for post social effect for the drug use by the study sample 
based on the monthly income variable 

 Less than 200 
JD 

201 – 300 JD 301-400 JD >400 JD 

Less than 200 
JD (3.59) 

   0.000 

201 – 300 JD 
(3.67) 

    

301-400 JD 
(3.75) 

    

>400 JD (3.79)     

It is clear from the results that there are statistically significant differences in the social 

effects of drug use among the addicts with income less than 200 JD, and those with income 

more than 400 JD, and this difference in favor of addicts with income of 400 JD or more 

where they were more affected by addiction in social aspects. 
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Discussion 

Discussion of the first question results  

It is clear from table (4) that the most social effect from drugs use in Swaqa reform 

and rehab center is the fourth paragraph, which indicates that addicts suffer from 

unemployment and unable to maintain the job security, whereas this paragraph scored the 

first rank. This result agrees with Al. Hamouri (2001) which indicated that of the addiction 

results are the poverty and unemployment of the addicts.  

In the second rank came, paragraph (8) come and indicate that addicts commit 

women harassment crimes. This might be because the addiction causes anxiety and disorder 

due to the individuals’ feeling of nervousness, depression, and psychological disorder, and 

these feelings occur due hearing and optical hallucination such as hearing or seeing 

imaginary things that leads to constitute a state of fear, madness, less focuses or suicide. 

These factors lead to reduce the addicts ability to interact with the surrounded people 

whereby nothing amuse him/her and commit the crime unintentionally.  

Moreover, paragraph (6) come in the third rank, it indicates that addicts suffer from 

poverty and become a burden on the society. This occurs because the addicts buy the drugs 

from the monthly income of his/her family, leaving his family suffer from deprivation and 

hunger. Furthermore, paragraph one came in the fourth level, which indicates that addicts 

lose the ability to interact with others due to feel of depression, anxiety and introversion. 

This result agree with the study of Abdul Qader (2000), which indicated that drugs use effect 

are anxiety, depression and aggressiveness. 

Paragraph (19) come in the 5th rank, which indicates that addiction make the societies 

unable to be self-dependent, and this might be due to addiction is similar to the pandemics if 

they spread in a society there will be an increase in the number of patients who are unable to 

work and production. This will increase the burden on the ministry of health because it will 

require creating new hospitals, clinics, medicine, devices, tools, and doctors and assistant 

medical professions. In addition, this require to pose a continuous control on the 

pharmacies, hospitals, and the official and unofficial clinics to ensure avoiding medicine 

mal-delivery. Overall, this will require increasing the financial and human forces for the 

ministry of health. 

In the 6th rank is paragraph (36) which indicates that addiction weakens the human 

conscious, this could be due to the addiction participation in reducing the human will for 
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the addicts, whereby they became unable to control their desires. This result is in line with 

the study of Abu Alazem (2004) which indicated that addiction push the addicts to lie and 

be careless. Moreover, paragraph (41) came in the 7th rank, which indicates that addiction 

leads to maladaptation in the marital relations due to the inability to cover the family 

expenses, this due to the reason that the addicts buy the drugs with high coasts. This will 

deprive the family from its financial resources. Furthermore, addiction leads to families 

deconstruct due to the disagreement among the family members, and deprives the children 

from education, medical treatment, and the proper house because addiction exhaust the 

financial resources of the family. This result is in line with the study of Abdullah (2002) 

which states that family destruction is a result for drugs addiction.  

It is also clear that drugs use leads to weak the addicts will because addiction affects 

the health aspects of the addicts, whereby drugs affect the social response of the addicts with 

either the family, relatives, or friends. This affection is illustrated in the nervous tension, 

tendency to violence, involuntary behaviors, increased sleep and insomnia, and all this leads 

to weak will. One of the important effects that emerged from the study is that drugs use is 

one of the main causes of returning to crime, and this may be because addiction makes the 

addicts feel anxious, frustrated and depressed, and this pushes the addicts to harm others. 

This result agree with the study of Abu Alazem (2004) which indicates that addiction leads 

to aggressiveness and return to crime. While the lowest rank was for paragraph (32) which 

indicates that drugs spread the violence and terrorist.  

Discussion of the second question results 

The results indicated that there are statistically differences in the social effects for 

drugs use based on the educational levels (illiterate and secondary) and this difference is in 

favor for the illiterate level. The addicts in this level were the most affected socially by drugs 

use. With the increase in the educational level, the deviant behavior of the addicts decreases 

because the humans awareness is positively related with the educational level. Moreover, 

the results indicate that there are statistically differences in the social effects for drugs use 

based on the monthly income variable among addicts who receive less than 200 JD and who 

receive more than 400 JD. This difference is in favor of addicts who receive more than 400 

JD, whereby they were the most affected from the social aspects. This might be due to the 

relation between the income and the ability to buy and sell the drugs, which is a positive 

relation, and reasonably distribute the drugs to various addicts and places. This result agree 

with the study of Abu Alazem (2004) which indicates that adolescence is the most affected 
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age level by addiction, in addition to other factors such as the family deconstruction and not 

living with the parents, these factor are predisposition to behavioral deviation. 
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